, 276      FROM   A   COLLEGE   WINDOW
own power of enjoyment is far deeper and
stronger than it was in early years ; the pleasures
I have described, of sight and sound, mean
infinitely more to me than the definite occupa-
tions of boyhood ever did. But the danger
is that if we are brought up ourselves to depend
upon games, and if we bring up all our boys
to depend on them, we are not able to do with-
out them as we grow older ; and thus we so
often have the melancholy spectacle of the
dvlerly man, who is hopelessly bored with exist-
ence, and who is the terror of the smoking-
room and the dinner-table, because he is only
capable of indulging in lengthy reminiscences
of his own astonishing athletic performances,
and in lamentations over the degeneracy of the
human race.
Another remarkable fact about the conven*
tionality that attends games is that certain games-
are dismissed as childish and contemptible while
others are crowned with glory and worship,
One knows of eminent clergymen who play golf;
and that they should do so seems to constitute
so high a title to the respect and regard with
which normal persons view them, that one some-
times wonders whether they do not take up the